
 

    

 
 
 
 
 

ROLEX Presents Career Transitions For Dancers 25th Anniversary Silver 
Jubilee 
 
by Edward Callaghan  
 
November 11, 2010 

New York City - The annual ROLEX Presents Career Transition For Dancers Jubilee never fails 
to excite, indeed, electrify the audience, and how not, as each year director and producer Ann 
Marie DeAngelo and Executive Producer Alexander Dube outdo themselves in filling the stage 
at City Center with the most dazzling dance, theater and music artists. As this year was the 
organizations 25th Silver Anniversary, the 90-minute non-stop performance spotlighted magical 
moments in a star studded retrospective from past Jubilees. The event on November 8 was a 
smashing, sold out success. By evening's end, the gala had raised over $1.2 million dollars.  

Career Transition For Dancers (CTFD), with offices in New York City, Los Angeles, and 
Chicago, has helped over 4,600 professional dancers in 47 states identify their unique talents in 
preparation for establishing new careers when dance is no longer an option.  
 
Prior to the show, acclaimed sculptor Peter Rubino unveiled the bust he created of his longtime 
friend, colleague and mentor, artist and arts patron Caroline Newhouse who supported the 
founding of Career Transitions For Dancers. The remarkable sculpture honors the Centenary of 
the much respected arts patron who passed away in 2003. Her granddaughter Amy Bermant 
Adler with husband Elliott and daughters Emilyand Jill were on hand to honor their beloved 
grandmother and great-grandmother.  
 
Hosted by five-time Tony Award winner Angela Lansbury, the evening was an extraordinary 
spectacular of amazing dance and much deserved awards and recognitions. The show also 
featured such luminaries as Bebe Neuwirth, Ann Reinking, Liliane Montevecchi, Tommy 
Tune, Karen Ziemba, Marge Champion, Desmond Richardson, Charlotte D'Amboise and 
Marvin Hamlisch.  
 
The night kicked off with a high spirited number featuring a small army of children from the 
National Dance Institute Celebration Team reaching joyously to the sky as they twirled in 
precision across the mammoth stage to the strains of "Shall We Dance" from "The King and I." 
Institute founder the legendary dancer and choreographer Jacques D'Amboise had reason to 
beam as his young protégés had the audience applauding wildly.  
 
Most of the awards were presented early in the program allowing the audience to revel in the 
dynamic artistry of dancers from some of America's greatest dance companies: Alvin Ailey 
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American Dance Theater, American Ballet Theatre, The Joffrey Ballet, MOMIX and Parsons 
Dance.  

The Career Transition For Dancers' Awards for 
Outstanding Contributions to the World of 
Dance was presented to the organization's four 
union founders: Actors' Equity Association, 
American Federation of Television and Radio 
Artists, American Guild of Musical Artists, 
Screen Actors Guild - Motion Picture Players 
Welfare Fund; as well as an award each to The 
Barth Family (Andy and Avery Barth and 
Carmen Barth) and to CTFD President Cynthia 
G. Fischer.  

Angela Lansbury 

 
Back to dance, Daniel Harder, Jermaine Terry and Marcus Jarrell Willis of the Alvin Ailey 
American Dance Theater flew across the stage in the powerful, gut-wrenching "Sinner Man" 
from the Ailey classic "Revelations."  
 
Lightening the mood, the director chose to follow this with the lively number "The Audition" 
from "42nd Street," a cast of 20 young stars in the making. Their skill, style and sheer energy 
brought the audience to its feet. While all were great, several who we witnessed later on the 
dance floor at the Anniversary Supper have rising star all over them including Jordan Grubb, 
Adam Brozowski, Grace Freeman, Karida Griffith and Brent McBeth.  
 
Fabrice Calmels and Valerie Robin of The Joffrey Ballet enchanted the crowd with their 
stunning rendition of "Light Rain Pas de Deux."  
 
Moving from sensuous to sizzling," The Last Mambo" tore up the stage to Tito Puente's 
"Mambo Gozon."  
 
Shimmering in silver bodysuits that encapsulated them completely, MOMIX's athletic dancers 
Todd Burnsed and Yasmine Lee performed an imaginative, otherworldly dance piece on skis 
that mesmerized the audience with their strength and flawless control.  
 
American Ballet Theatre's Yuriko Kajiya and Danill Simkin performed flawlessly in the 
romantic "Act III Pas de Deux" from "Don Quixote."  

"Caught," a signature piece of Parsons Dance brilliantly illustrates the magic that can be created 
through the artistic partnership of the chorographer in this case David Parsons and his lighting 
designer, the renowned Howell Binkley. The solo dancer, the muscular Miguel Quinones gets 
"caught" in a bubble by strobe lights upon a blackened stage while in mid-flight. The timing and 
sheer athleticism to appear to be running in the air high atop the stage is almost unimaginable. It  
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is a miraculous feat to behold and always leaves the 
audience breathless.  
 
Following this, Anthony Giacoio of The Capezio 
Ballet Makers Dance Foundation presented Trisha 
Brown with the 59th annual Capezio Dance Award. 
Famed dancer and choreographer Edward Villella 
presented The 2010 Rolex Dance Award to Twyla 
Tharp.  
 
Ramping up the energy, Bebe Neuwirth and the 
cast of "Chicago" knocked the crowd out with a 
sizzling rendition of "All That Jazz" choreographed 
by Ann Reinking in the style of Bob Fosse.  

Momix Dancers. 
 
The evening came to an end with the world premiere of a new work by choreographer Ann 
Marie DeAngelo "I'm Really Dancing" set to a song especially created for the 25th Anniversary 
by the brilliant lyricist Rupert Holmes and composer Marvin Hamlisch who has won every 
award the stage, film and music worlds offer. The stars and dancers from American Tap Dance 
Foundations Youth Program, ABT II and the World Cup All Stars all participated in this rousing 
finale that was show business at its greatest.  
 

Breathless form the visual 
display, the elegantly clad 
guests - the glamorous gals 
adhering to the silver and 
white theme - strolled over to 
the Hilton New York for the 
Anniversary Supper, dancing 
with the dancers and a luxury 
auction of once-in-a-lifetime 
experiences in the Grand 
Ballroom which was a sea of 
white calla lilies and silver 
paillettes created by Joseph 
Campbell, Flowers by Brian 
under the watchful eye of 

dinner chair Janice Becker who also had tableaux of live ballerinas atop tables at the 
entranceway - conceived and designed by Gail Lowe Maidman, Silk Purse Interiors, "Tables 
that Talk."  
 
Longtime supporter past CTFD Gala chair and honoree Patricia Kennedy who has been a 
passionate sponsor of dance and assisting dancers, recently took a page from CTFD's playbook 
and has created Step Up 4 Vets to help returning Vets transition to civilian life. As she has in the 
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past, she filled her table with veterans and their spouses.  
 
This year she took the opportunity to present the Peace One Earth Medallion to <> Tiffany 
Smiley wife of Capt. Scott Smiley who was blinded in a road side attack in Iraq and is the only 
blind actively serving officer in the Army. He recently wrote the inspiring book "Hope Unseen." 
Other guests at her table included Col. John Christian, Director U.S. Army Special Operations; 
Sgt. Todd Bowers, Deputy Director IAVA; Major Jacob "Jake" Miller USMA and his wife 
Amanda  
 
Sotheby's C. High Hildesley helmed the luxury auction of once-in-a-lifetime experiences with 
great good humor, professionalism and much success in getting great bids for such rarities as 
dinner for four at Rao's, The Thanksgiving Day Parade Champagne Brunch overlooking Times 
Square and a stay at an historic French Chateau to name a few.  
 
Then the party jumped into really high gear and guests filled the large dance floor to 
overflowing. Best selling novelist Barbara Taylor Bradford and husband Robert Bradford, 
Nurit Kahane, Donald and Barbara Tober, Stewart Lane and Bonnie Comley, Paola and 
Arnie Rosenschein, Edward and Caroline Deutsch, Bruce Michael and Caroline Lieberman 
were among the first to join the revelers and move to the beat.  
 
The 25th Anniversary Chairs were Michele Herbert, Anka K. Palitz, Nicole Sexton and Allen 
Brill CEO &andPresident of ROLEX Gala Chairs were Victor Elmaleh, Michele Riggi, James 
D. Rigler and Susan Fawcett Sosin. The Dinner Chair was Janice Becker; Auction Chairs were 
Ann Van Ness and Heléne Alexopoulos Warrick; West Coast Chair was Roberta Silbert; and 
the Journal Chair was Craig Dix. Vice Chairs were Gayle Conran, Alexander J. Dubé, 
Mercedes Ellington, Niko Elmaleh, Christina Rose and Irene Shen.  
 
The show was produced and directed by Ann Marie DeAngelo. Executive Producer was 
Alexander Dube. Honorary Chairs were Cynthia Gregory, Bebe Neuwirth, Sono Osato, Ann 
Reinking, Chita Rivera, Lisa Niemi Swayze and Tommy Tune. Through the efforts of the 
committees, artistic team and ROLEX, the 25th Anniversary Silver Jubilee raised over $1.2 
million dollars for CTFD's scholarship programs. 
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Angela Lansbury Hosts Starry Silver Jubilee Event Nov. 8 
 
By Andrew Gans  
 
November 8, 2010 
 
A new song penned by Marvin Hamlisch and Rupert Holmes makes its premiere at Career 
Transition for Dancers' 25th Anniversary Silver Jubilee: A Star-Studded Retrospective Nov. 8 at 
7 PM at New York City Center. 
 
Producer/director Ann Marie DeAngelo asked Hamlisch if he would write a song that "caught 
the spirit of dancers as they move into their second act." 
 
Featuring music by Hamlisch and lyrics by Holmes, "I'm Really Dancing" will be performed at 
the gala evening by Tony winner Angela Lansbury and others. The new song, described as "a 
light-hearted anthem that captures the spirit of the dancer that always stays alive, whether they 
transition within the field or out of it," features a musical arrangement by David Caldwell with 
choreography by DeAngelo. 
 
Five-time Tony Award winner Lansbury, most recently on Broadway in the acclaimed revival of 
A Little Night Music,  also hosts the event, which will be followed by an anniversary supper with 
the stars at The Grand Ballroom at The Hilton New York. 
 
The evening is scheduled to offer highlight moments from past galas and will feature prominent 
artists from America's greatest dance companies along with Broadway's show-stopping numbers 
and stars. The evening is produced and directed by Ann Marie DeAngelo. 
 
Entertainers include Hamlisch, Bebe Neuwirth, Ann Reinking, Chita Rivera, Karen Ziemba, 
Charlotte d'Amboise and Edward Villella as well as artists from Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater, American Ballet Theatre, The Joffrey Ballet, MOMIX, National Dance Institute and 
Parsons Dance. 
 
The evening will also feature the presentation of several awards: The 2010 Rolex Dance Award 
will be presented to Twyla Tharp; The Career Transition For Dancers' Awards for Outstanding 
Contributions to the World of Dance will be presented to the organization's four union founders 
(Actors’ Equity Association, American Federation of Television and Radio Artists, American 
Guild of Musical Artists, Screen Actors Guild) as well as an award each to The Barth Family and 
to the CTFD President Cynthia G. Fischer; and the Capezio Ballet Makers Dance Foundation's 
59th annual Capezio Dance Award will be presented to Trisha Brown. 
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Honoring a quarter century of support, Career Transition for Dancers "connects dancers to their 
future, and embraces the unique legacy of dance and dancers that enriches the human condition," 
according to press notes. 
 
 
 
 
 


