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ACBF Endowment Campaign – Join the path of a leader
By Ron Cichowicz

The Allegheny County Bar Foundation
(ACBF), the charitable arm of the
Allegheny County Bar Association
(ACBA), is in the midst of its second
endowment campaign and will soon be
reaching out to the entire legal
community for support.

The campaign, “Creating a Legacy
of Leadership,” will raise funds to
allow growth in three areas: providing
pro bono services, awarding legal aid
grants and continuing to make an
impactful difference in both the
community and the profession.

“This is a great effort for the
worthiest of worthy causes,” said Tom
McGough, UPMC Chief Legal Officer
and Chair of the Endowment
Campaign. “The Foundation does
such terrific work.”

The mission of the ACBF is to be
the driving force in promoting justice
for all and to improve the community
through public service law-related
programs. To fulfill this mission, the
foundation raises, manages and
distributes funds, encourages and
assists lawyers to provide pro bono
legal services and develops and supports
public information initiatives.

The ACBF supports the legal
profession and helps its neighbors
meet their basic needs – housing, food
and jobs. Only 20 percent of Americans
with low incomes receive the legal
help they need. The ACBF believes
that the legal community has a
professional duty to increase access
to quality legal services today and in
the future.

“We have the opportunity to do
even more and be a leader in
providing pro bono assistance for
civil and family law matters,” said
Keith Whitson, Managing Partner at
Schnader Pittsburgh, Vice Chair of
the Campaign Committee and ACBF
Vice President.

McGough first sat down with the
ACBF leadership team and mapped
out the campaign – how and who was
going to be doing it, what resources
they had and who were the volunteers
to help run it. 

“We then decided on the goal, who
we would ask and we made sure not to
compete with other ACBF fundraising
efforts,” he said.

The overall goal of the campaign is
$1.5 million. The quiet phase of the
campaign launched a year ago with a
target of $900,000. To date, it has
raised $1.3 million.

“I am most pleased to see that
lawyers really care about this and
they took the campaign seriously,”
McGough said. “Everyone who has given
has made a substantial commitment,
and we couldn’t be more appreciative.”

“ The silent phase was very
successful and our donors have come

through with amazing support for the
Foundation,” said Lorrie Albert,
ACBF Associate Executive Director.
“We have a dedicated group of
volunteers; we could not have made it
this far without them. We have 20
Endowment Committee members
who are helping us make it to the
finish line.”

“The campaign was well thought
out from the beginning,” Jennifer
Andrade, President of the ACBF
Board of Trustees said. “The goal was
to aim for something realistic, but that
also would push us.

“I have a ton of respect for Tom. He
is experienced in fundraising and
leadership among the legal community.
He has years of personal commitment
to the Bar Association and the Bar
Foundation. With (ACBA Executive
Director) Dave Blaner, Lorrie Albert
and our Board, we have a really strong

team. And with the Committee of truly
dynamic individuals Tom put together,
we were well set up for success.”

Even COVID-19, although a challenge,
could not stall the work of the
Committee for long.

“COVID intruded, but we didn’t
grind to a halt,” said McGough. “We
continued to work, but it definitely
slowed us down. What we hoped to
accomplish in six months took more
than a year.

“We set this spring as the targeted
end of the quiet phase and we found
we had surpassed that phase’s goal.”

Whitson agreed that COVID-19
threw a bit of a curve to the campaign,
but only temporarily.

“The whole Committee was excited
to undertake the campaign,” he said.
“There was uncertainty with the
pandemic. We weren’t sure of its
impact, so we are extremely pleased
we could progress and announce the
campaign.”

Everyone who was asked about
possible reasons for the success of the
quiet phase and anticipated support as
it goes public cited two main reasons:
the work supported by the ACBF and
the unique collegiality of the local law
community.

The Pro Bono Center has more than
40 programs and partners; last year,
900 volunteers were able to assist
approximately 6,000 individuals of
limited means. The Center directly
handles more than 1,200 legal
inquiries annually.

Another primary goal of the Center
is to provide support to its volunteers
through training and mentoring
programs, providing legal research
opportunities and primary professional
liability coverage for attorneys’ pro
bono activities. 

The ACBF also assists local
organizations providing legal services
to residents with low incomes and

Young Lawyers Division Public Service
Committee Backpack Project to return in 2021
By Shelly Anderson

Think of it as a goodie bag with a
practical application. That’s what about
400 Pittsburgh area school children
will be getting through the Young
Lawyers Division Public Service
Committee Backpack Project.

It’s back this year after COVID-19
wiped out that event, along with so, so
many others in 2020. In July or
August, backpacks filled with school
supplies will be distributed to families
in need.

“I know when I was a kid, one of my
favorite parts of going back to school
was getting a brand new backpack,”
said Amber L. Manson-Webb, the
first-year chair of the backpack
project. “I hope it’s kind of the same
for the kids who are receiving the
backpacks that we’re donating. What

Continued on page 2
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Gender Bias Duty Officers
If you (attorneys or law students) have
observed or experienced any form of gender
bias in your role as an attorney or law
student intern, you may contact any one of
the following members of the Gender Bias
Subcommittee of the Women in the Law
Division on a daily basis. The duty officers
will keep your report confidential and will
discuss with you actions available through
the subcommittee.

Kimberly Brown......................412-394-7995
kabrown@jonesday.com

Jeanine DeBor ........................412-396-5215
deborj@duq.edu

Rhoda Neft ..............................412-606-8387
rhoda.neft@gmail.com

Ethics Hotline
The ACBA Professional Ethics Committee
“Ethics Hotline” makes available Committee
Members to answer ethical questions by
telephone on a daily basis.

May

Dan Fitzsimmons ....................412-488-0833

Michael M. Lyons....................412-741-6234

June

Russell D. Giancola ................412-235-1489
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connects them to well-trained pro
bono volunteers. 

Through programs such as the
Uptown Legal Clinic and Attorneys
Against Hunger, the ACBF is directly
impacting lives in the most under-
served neighborhoods in Allegheny
County.

“I am excited about the campaign
primarily because we cannot at this
point fulfill all the need that’s out
there,” said Whitson. “It’s much greater
than our capabilities right now.

“Look at what we’ve been able to do
so far. Name another foundation that
has the number and variety of services
we have to provide pro bono services.
And not just pro bono work. We provide
financial assistance to attorneys in
need, loans and scholarships to law
students, grants to legal aid organizations,
and training, mentoring and malpractice
insurance for any attorney who wants
to donate their time.”

As the campaign moves into the
public phase, Committee leadership
has great confidence in its continued
success. 

“The public phase will involve the
Committee conducting a ‘ground game’
and one group we will specifically
target is younger attorneys,” said
McGough. “They may not be in a
position to give substantial gifts, but
they will be open to the professional
obligation to do something. We want
the next generation of lawyers to
fulfill their obligation and be comfortable
with the idea of providing legal services
to those who can’t afford them.”

ACBF ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN 
continued from front page

we hope is that this can take away a
stress from families. I know backpacks
are expensive. I hope that it eases
the burden.”

The YLD already had a relationship
with the Greater Pittsburgh Community
Food Bank, and that is crucial for the
return of the backpack project this
year. The backpacks will be handed
out during one of the food bank’s
regular distributions – more than
likely a drive-up event unless pandemic
restrictions are largely lifted.

“I think this opportunity is a really
unique one, so I am very grateful that
we’re able to work it out, especially
because there’s not necessarily a
place for students to be able to get the
supplies that they need if their parents
can’t afford them,” said Maria Montaro,
community fundraising coordinator
for the food bank. “It just feels like a
natural fit for the YLD to work with us
for this specific project.

“We’re serving a ton of kids right
now. There’s a 57 percent increase in

YLD BACKPACK PROJECT 
continued from front page

“Look at why we’re doing this:
Because lawyers have an obligation to
the communities we  serve,” added
Andrade. “We have a uniquely tight
legal community – a collegial, friendly
bunch. The gloves may come off in the
courtroom but true respect comes to
bear through community projects we
do, in how strong our pro bono programs
are, and through our leadership. 

“The Bar Foundation is strong
because of the efforts of those who
came before us. Our Board over the
years has always been very engaged,
very interested and continues to take
an active role. 

“Lorrie (Albert) coined the
Foundation is at the heart of the legal
community. We really embrace that
phrase; it really does mean something
to us.”

As support for the ACBF continues
to grow, its impact will continue in
both the community and the profession
by continuing to provide law students
with scholarships and fellowship
opportunities and giving private grants
to lawyers and their families as needed.
The ACBF also will continue to support
a series of public service initiatives.

Whitson said, “We would love to have
every attorney in Allegheny County
involved in some way, either by
volunteering or contributing financially.”

“We’re lawyers because we believe
in equal access to justice and all that
implies,” added McGough. “Part of being
a lawyer is doing something to ensure
this is a reality. This is one thing that
distinguishes us as a profession.”

For more information about the
ACBF Endowment Campaign, visit
www.acbf.org/endowment. n

the child food insecurity rate due to
the pandemic, so we know that families
and children are struggling. We don’t
want to have to put them in a position
where they have to decide between
school supplies and food.”

In case for some reason the pandemic
leads to stricter rules, there are backup
plans, Montaro said, the most likely
being giving out the backpacks
through the food bank’s emergency
food program, Compassion Corner.

In the good old days – you know,
two years ago – YLD members and
volunteers got to hand out the backpacks
directly to the kids and their families.

“It was wonderful,” former event
chair Julie Brennan said. “The families
are in such high need for distributions
like this, so it felt really good to be
able to, in most cases, hand them to
the actual kids.”

That might not be possible this
year, but that doesn’t blunt the need or
the enthusiasm for those involved in
the project.

Years ago, the general ACBA ran
the backpack project. Brennan, before
she was chair, remembers the large
assembly gatherings where perhaps a
couple thousand backpacks were
filled with the supplies. Unfortunately,
the event got so big it was unwieldly,
and it was suspended for a time.

Brennan helped bring it back on a
somewhat scaled-back level, but last
year, COVID-19 hit right at the time
for fundraising for the backpack
project. That and general uncertainty
about what the pandemic might bring
forced the 2020 cancellation.

It’s back on this year, with a few
pivots. Instead of an assembly line,
organizers are partnering with the
nonprofit Education Partnership to
tap into its wholesale contacts to get
the backpacks pre-packed and at a
discount. Fundraising is about to
close at the end of May, but those
interested can email Manson-Webb at
amanson-webb@edgarsnyder.com.
Sponsors range from law firms to
individuals to ACBA partners.

Because of the span of ages and
grades of recipients, there are three
sizes of backpacks and two sets of
supplies.

The elementary school backpacks
have “washable school glue, crayons,
pencil sharpeners, scissors, things
like that that younger kids would use,”
Manson-Webb said. “The high school
students, we have junior high and senior
high backpacks that will have pens,
highlighters, binders, paper, notecards,
things along those lines.”

The timing also works because it
seems likely that many children will
be returning to school in person next
school year, so the backpacks and
supplies will be even more helpful.

“They’re going to need these,”
Manson-Webb said. n

Need clients? The Lawyer Referral Service can help bring them to you.
For details, contact Whitney Hughes at 412-402-6703 or whughes@acba.org.

To learn more, see GetAPittsburghLawyer.com.

Concerned Owners of Homes in London Towne Homeowners Association, Plaintiffs, v.
London Towne Homeowners Association and Bennett Carlise, Defendants, v.
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Appealable—Interlocutory—Collateral

Court’s order to consolidate four subsequent lawsuits with underlying action seeking receivership and dissolution of homeowners
association is non-appealable interlocutory order.
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Declaratory Judgment—Uniform Condominium Act—Summary Judgment—Law of the Case Doctrine

A condominium association filed a declaratory judgment action because developer unilaterally executed and recorded an amendment
redefining the boundaries of the original agreement, without consent of the individual owners or the association. The Court granted
summary judgment and held that the Uniform Condominium Act required individual unit owners to vote upon, and approve, any
amendments to the declaration, because the amendment did not satisfy any of the exceptions under the Act. In granting summary
judgment, the court revisited and reconsidered its prior ruling, which did not violate the law of the case doctrine.


