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A “true lawyer’s lawyer” and deeply ethical man whose decades 

long career as an attorney left a lasting legacy in Pittsburgh’s legal 

field and beyond, Paul Titus was passionate about helping others 

however he could. 

 

“Paul Titus was in a class by himself,” said Duquesne University 

President Ken Gormley, who met Mr. Titus in 1985. 

 

“He was really the embodiment of all the best qualities a person 

would hope to achieve in the legal profession,” Mr. Gormley added. 

 

Mr. Titus died Saturday after a prolonged series of illnesses, 

according to his son Bill Titus. 

 

He was 87. 

 

“With Paul’s passing, the legal profession has suffered a great loss, as has the larger world we 

live in,” said Bob Cindrich, who was a managing partner with Mr. Titus at the law firm Cindrich 

& Titus. 

 

‘A fierce advocate’ 

 

Mr. Titus graduated from the University of Notre Dame’s Law School in 1960 and passed the 

Pennsylvania bar exam three years later. 

 

He spent the rest of his life working in the legal field. 

 

When Mr. Gormley — who practiced law at Mr. Titus’ firm for about seven years — went to 

visit his friend just before Christmas, he found that Mr. Titus had managed to sneak in work on 

some legal briefs, despite his illness. 

 

“Paul Titus was never going to stop practicing law,” Mr. Gormley said. “I never met anyone who 

truly loved his work in the law as much as this guy. It was his calling in life … and that’s why he 

dedicated every day to it.” 
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In addition to his devotion to his work, Mr. Titus was the rock in his tight-knit family, his son 

said. 

 

“Growing up, we had dinner together every night,” Bill Titus said. “He would come home from 

work, have dinner with the family and then sometimes go back to work.” 

 

Even after his three children — Ann, Bill and John — all left home, Mr. Titus and his wife, 

Bonnie, made it a point for the family to gather every Sunday at their Regent Square home for a 

family dinner, which grew to include his two grandchildren, Paul and Emily. 

 

Mr. Titus’ dedication to his family didn’t go unnoticed by his contemporaries. 

 

In the 1990s, Thomas Hardiman was working at Cindrich & Titus when he realized a successful 

law career and a thriving family life were possible to achieve together — thanks to Mr. Titus’ 

example. 

 

“He would take the time to commute to work twice,” said Judge Hardiman, who now serves on 

the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, which includes Pennsylvania. “He just was deeply 

committed to Bonnie and his children. … As a young lawyer, that made a tremendous 

impression on me.” 

 

Not only did many people look up to Mr. Titus and the way he dedicated his life to helping 

people, but most had to physically look up at him: He stood over 6 feet tall. 

 

“But it wasn’t his physical stature that made people so impressed by him,” Mr. Gormley noted. 

“He was a quiet and gentle person for such a big guy, but he could be a fierce advocate for his 

clients.” 

 

Dedicated to his craft 

 

Mr. Titus got his start in antitrust work but covered a wide variety of cases, some of which he 

argued before the U.S. Supreme Court. 

 

In 2018, Mr. Titus worked on a pro bono case — one of many in his career — that helped protect 

attorney-client communications for incarcerated people. 

 

As a result of that case, the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections stopped photocopying legal 

mail to minimize the risk of unauthorized people viewing such privileged communications. 

 

In 2002, Mr. Titus led a team of lawyers with the law firm Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis on 

a case in Lawrence County in which the client had been convicted of first-degree murder and 

sentenced to death. 

 

After Mr. Titus discovered evidence that had been overlooked, his client was granted a new trial 

— and found not guilty. 

 

“He cared so much about the legal profession and wanting to make sure it remained a respected 

and honorable profession,” Mr. Gormley said. “He really felt that all of us had a duty to help 

those who deserved access to justice.” 
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A U.S. senator once expressed interest in appointing Mr. Titus to the federal judicial bench. But 

he turned the opportunity down. 

 

“To most people, this was a no-brainer, because being a federal judge is viewed as the capstone 

of almost anyone's legal career,” Mr. Gormley said. “But Paul ended up turning it down. … He 

told me that he felt he could do more good practicing law than presiding over cases from up on a 

bench.” 

 

One of Mr. Titus’ unwavering qualities was his desire to help his clients, no matter whether they 

could afford to pay the legal fees. 

 

“He was a symbol of selfless humanity, a staunch defender of the rights of the truly 

downtrodden,” Mr. Cindrich said. “A very loving and honorable man who transcended the petty 

differences among the human species.” 

 

Mr. Titus also worked to ensure everyone could have access to legal assistance and education. 

 

He frequently did work with the Uptown Legal Clinic and worked with underserved kids in 

Wilkinsburg, teaching them constitutional law and running mock trial programs — which 

included presenting cases in front of actual sitting judges. 

 

“There are people that cause us to lose our faith in humanity, and there are people who renew our 

faith. Paul Titus was one of those people that renewed my faith in humanity,” Judge Hardiman 

said. 

 

After mock trial sessions, the kids were invited back to Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis to 

meet some of the other attorneys — and enjoy a pizza party. 

 

Mr. Titus even occasionally took the children on trips to Harrisburg or Washington so that they 

could see their government in action. 

 

“His life really has been devoted to an ideal that one can live a life guided by love, wisdom, 

integrity, humility and grace,” said Tim Lewis, who worked with him at Schnader Harrison 

Segal & Lewis. “He was devoted to that ideal — and he lived it.” 

 

“He never wanted any attention for anything he did,” Mr. Lewis added. “But it deserves attention 

… because of what it can teach others about what they can do and who they can be.” 

 

In his decades of practicing law, Mr. Titus earned many awards. In 2018, he was given the Drum 

Major for Justice Award by the Allegheny County Bar Association, and in 2021, he was selected 

as one of Pittsburgh’s lawyers of the year in litigation-bankruptcy work. 

 

‘A blessing and a mentor’ 

 

Paul and Bonnie Titus were married in September 1957, shortly after Mr. Titus finished his 

undergraduate program at St. Bonaventure University. 

 

Their wedding day is also known among friends and family as the day Mr. Titus failed his 

driver’s license test. 
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“He took his driver’s test the day they got married, and he did not pass,” his son Bill said. “So 

his best friend drove them on their honeymoon to Buffalo.” 

 

An outdoorsman, Mr. Titus loved fly fishing and taking his boat out on Kinzua Lake. He 

purchased a camp in the Allegheny National Forest near his hometown of Bradford, and in the 

summertime, the Titus family goes camping there, his son said. 

 

When he couldn’t get out on the water, Mr. Titus also enjoyed going to the symphony. The ballet 

was more his wife’s speed, and Mr. Titus often found himself seated next to her in the audience 

there, too. 

 

Mr. Titus had a wry sense of humor and an unmistakable laugh. Friends and former colleagues 

recalled that even though he took his work very seriously, he was always quick to find time for 

humor. 

 

He lived “with almost a lightness of spirit,” Mr. Cindrich said. “He loved a good joke and a sip 

of his favorite bourbon.” 

 

A great listener and the model for the ethical standard, Mr. Titus often found himself handing out 

advice — to his children, to fellow lawyers, even to judges. 

 

“He was a blessing and a mentor to his family and his friends — and a living lesson to me and to 

the world on how to do things right,” Mr. Cindrich said. 

 

Faith also played a large part in the life of Mr. Titus, a practicing Catholic. 

 

“His character was built on a deep and abiding faith,” Mr. Lewis said.  

 

Mr. Lewis described his late friend with Micah 6:8, an Old Testament verse: “What doth the 

Lord require of thee but to do justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with thy God?” 

 

“That’s explicitly and clearly Paul Titus,” Mr. Lewis said. “His life’s mission, in all things and 

with anyone, at all times, was mercy. That’s beyond justice and fairness. That’s understanding 

and accepting the human condition in all its forms.” 

 

 To some a mentor, to others a friend, a husband, a dad and a grandfather, Mr. Titus impacted not 

only the lives of his clients, but the lives of everyone he interacted with. 

 

“You don’t replace someone like that,” Mr. Gormley said. “You just celebrate the fact that you 

were lucky enough to have them in your midst.” 

 

Visitation will be held at the Thomas Nied Funeral Home in Swissvale on Wednesday from 1-5 

and 6-8 p.m. A funeral Mass for Mr. Titus will be said Thursday at 10 a.m. at St. James Church 

in Wilkinsburg. 
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