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Protection from Abuse project needs volunteers 
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“One who represents themself, has a fool for a client.” 
– ABRAHAM LINCOLN
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Hargreaves, Managing Attorney, Family 
Law, for NLS. Volunteer attorneys 
have represented 225 of those victims 
(almost 14% of hearings over this time 
period), and although NLS staff 
attorneys also handled about 840 
cases, many victims go unrepresented.   

The need for volunteer attorneys 
has been increasing. As Kristine 
Bergstrom, Executive Director of 
NLS, notes, “when the pandemic hit, 
the number of PFA volunteers 
dropped drastically even as PFA cases 
increased. Any attorney who can 
contribute even a few hours toward a 
PFA case will be doing a tremendous 
service to families who desperately 
need help.” 

It is a short-term commitment and 
volunteer attorneys are provided all 
the resources they need. Representation 
of PFA victims involves about 1 hour 

of preparation per case and appearing 
in family court on the day of the 
hearing. Volunteers do not need to 
practice family law, and do not need to 
be litigators. NLS and its partners 
provide training to all volunteers and 
provide a network of mentors to 
answer questions or even attend 
hearings with the volunteer attorney.   

“Seasoned NLS attorneys are 
always available to provide practical 
guidance to pro bono attorneys looking 
to serve their community and provide 
victims of domestic violence with vital 
aid in their time of need,” says 
Hargreaves. Volunteer attorney 
Kathryn M. Kenyon, of Meyer, 
Unkovic & Scott agrees, “NLS has a 
strong training, shadowing and 
mentoring program to help guide 
volunteers and make sure they feel 
comfortable and prepared.” 

Although the time commitment is 
minimal, the impact is tremendous. 
“Volunteering for these cases is 
necessary to provide these victims 
and their children perhaps the only 
avenue to a safer life,” said William. 
D. Clifford of Dickie, McCamey & 
Chilcote, a volunteer. “I don’t 
remember when I started handling 
these cases, but I cannot foresee a future 
when I wouldn’t be a volunteer.”  

“Helping empower those who need 
protection from abuse by making sure 
they have a voice and showing them 
that they have someone in their corner 
has made me a better person, mother 
and attorney,” Kenyon added. 

If you are not already involved with 
one of our many pro bono projects (or 
even if you are!), we invite you to 

learn more about the PFA project and 
how you can help protect those in 
need. The next training session for 
potential volunteers is scheduled for 
Friday, June 10, and will be held at 
the offices of Dickie, McCamey & 
Chilcote.  

To register, please email Loretta 
Pettinato at LPettinato@dmclaw.com. 
If you are interested in volunteering 
to represent victims at their final PFA 
hearings, or have questions about 
this project, please contact Mary 
Ann Troper-Malley with NLS at 
troperma@nlsa.us or 412-586-6134. n

By Keith E. Whitson 

The Allegheny County Bar Foundation 
(ACBF) Pro Bono Center offers 
numerous pro bono opportunities, 
either directly or through its partner 
organizations. Some of these opportunities 
are short-term commitments, with 
free training and mentoring, so that 
attorneys in all practice areas can 
contribute. 

Today, we highlight the Protection 
from Abuse project, administered by 
Neighborhood Legal Services (NLS). 
Domestic violence, or intimate partner 
violence, is a tragic reality that has 
grown worse during the pandemic. 
One in four women, and one in seven 
men, report severe physical violence 
from a partner during their lifetime. 
And the National Commission on 
COVID-19 and Criminal Justice 
estimates that domestic violence 
incidents in the U.S. increased by 
8.1% following the imposition of 
lockdown orders during the 2020 
pandemic.  

One means of protecting these 
victims is to obtain a court order that 
imposes serious consequences on the 
abuser. These orders can prohibit the 
offender from having any contact with 
the victim and their children, order 
the abuser not to harass or threaten the 
victim, and in certain circumstances, 
provide financial protection or 
require the abuser to surrender 
weapons. As of May 6, 2022, the 
Family Division will have held 
approximately 1,650 hearings to 
address PFA petitions for calendar 
year 2022, according to Daniel D. 
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