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Area Big Brother Big Sister branches merge 
Combined organization will pool its resources and work to help 
even more children in South Jersey 
By Jessica White 

The two local arms of the Big Brothers, Big Sisters (BBBS) organization have merged to provide more 
comprehensive services to South Jersey children. 
 
“It’s something we’ve always talked about,” said Robert Jakubowski, chief executive officer of the new 
Big Brothers, Big Sisters of Burlington, Camden and Gloucester counties. 
 
Effective July 1, the former BBBS of Camden and Gloucester counties and BBBS of Burlington County 
officially became one organization. 
 
Together, the two branches currently serve about 800 children with both one-on-one mentoring and on-
site mentoring at schools and after-school programs. Ultimately, the new merged group plans to provide 
services to 1,200 children by 2012. 
 
“We’re really excited to be able to expand that area,” said Cristin Holloway, the chief operating officer 
of BBBS of Burlington, Camden and Gloucester counties. “Being able to serve more kids, that’s the 
bottom line in the end.” 
 
Both the Burlington and the Camden/Gloucester branches were experiencing a high rate of growth, and 
the two decided to merge at a time when they were both giving strong performances. 
 
“Both of our organizations grew a lot over the last three years,” Jakubowski said. “We were both at a 
high point, so we said, ‘Let’s just keep moving forward.’” 
 
And, since staff members and volunteers from both branches were already crossing county lines to be a 
part of the organization, a merge seemed natural. 
 
“The line between our counties is pretty blurred anymore,” Jakubowski said. 
 
With the merger, BBBS of Burlington, Camden and Gloucester counties will first be focusing on 
improving the quality of its programs and making sure that children in the community stay safe. 
 
“I’m really looking forward to the ability to specialize and focus on more aspects of the organization,” 
said Holloway. 
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The merger also means that the branch can take advantage of having more staff at its disposal, allowing 
for smaller case lists for individual staff members. 
 
“It’s a more efficient use of existing resources,” Jakubowski said. 
 
Although the two branches had always shared ideas and resources separately, the combination of the two 
is designed to streamline that process. 
 
“It just made more and more sense,” said Jakubowski. 
 
A move was also a part of the merger: each individual office moved from its former location, Audubon 
for Camden/Gloucester and Mount Holly for Burlington, and into a brand new office in Cherry Hill. 
 
The new combined BBBS services the area from Bordentown to Swedesboro, so Cherry Hill was a good 
middle ground for its headquarters, according to Jakubowski. 
 
“It’s pretty central to the area,” said Jakubowski. 
 
Ultimately, said Jakubowski, the staff plays on each other’s strengths so the organization can help those 
that really matter: the children. 
 
“We’re changing the way kids grow up in America,” said Jakubowski. 
 
The merger also means that the two branches of BBBS will now collaborate on all fundraising 
endeavors, including the Cooking for Kids’ Sake, Bowling for Kids’ Sake and Cycle and Walk for Kids’ 
Sake events which take place throughout the year. 
 
Local law firm Schnader Harrison Segal and Lewis LLP, with offices in Philadelphia and Cherry Hill, 
assisted the two organizations with their merger, guiding them through legal and tax issues, and advising 
them on the best business practices to follow. 
 
One of the board members from the BBBS, Vincent LaMonaca, is a lawyer with the firm, which is how 
the need came to the firm’s attention. 
 
“This law firm gave us dedicated staff to help us through the process,” Jakubowski said. “It allowed us 
on staff to still focus on helping kids.” 
 
Several people from the firm, including Rachel Branson, Morgan Cheshire, Walter Ferst and Caroline 
Nachmias, offered their services pro-bono to BBBS to assist in the process. 
 
“We have a long history of doing pro-bono work,” said Ferst. 
 
Although they learned of BBBS of Burlington, Camden and Gloucester counties from LaMonaca, the 
lawyers got involved because they believe nonprofit causes are important. 
 
“We do this as an accommodation to the community because we think it’s our responsibility to do that,” 
Ferst said. 
 
And, BBBS was grateful for the firm’s assistance. 
 

Page 2 of 3Area Big Brother Big Sister branches merge | BSCN | 08/06/2008

8/7/2008http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Area+Big+Brother+Big+Sist...



  

“They were outstanding. We were blessed to have them,” said Jakubowski. 
 
For information about the new Big Brothers, Big Sisters of Burlington, Camden and Gloucester 
counties, call 856-616-2340, or visit its Web site (under construction) at www.bbbsbcg.org.
 
 
 
Find this article at:  
http://www.thetrendpublications.com/nj/camden/Area_Big_Brother_Big_Sister_branches_merge.html?adString=ph.trend/camden;!
category=camden;&randomOrd=080708121659 
 

 Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.  

 
 

Page 3 of 3Area Big Brother Big Sister branches merge | BSCN | 08/06/2008

8/7/2008http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Area+Big+Brother+Big+Sist...


