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Schnader Harrison helps train youth court judges

By Erika Dowd

The Pittsburgh office of Schnader Harrison Segal &
Lewis, LLP hosted about a dozen judges, and not a single one
of them was old enough to drive.
Students who serve on the youth court at Manchester

Academic Charter School in Pittsburgh’s North Side visited
the firm’s downtown offices on Jan. 24 to learn about the trial
process for their school’s youth court.
The school’s youth court was established with the support

of the Western Pennsylvania Youth Court Initiative, using the
model designed by public-interest attorney Gregg Volz. In
the MACS youth court, students who otherwise would be
subject to disciplinary action – including suspension – by the
school administration are judged by a group of their peers and
may accept the recommendations of the student court instead.
“Youth court is a restorative justice program in which

students have the ability to have a little input into what goes
on in the building,” said MACS Deputy CEO Dennis Henderson,
who accompanied the students on the visit. “Youth court is

empowering the students to have a voice, and along the way
… teaching them the way our justice system works.” 
Manchester Academic Charter School serves grades six

through eight.
Attorney Keith Whitson of Schnader guided the students

through a trial and served as a respondent in their moot court.
“(Youth court) is about teaching the students not only

some critical thinking skills and about justice in general, but
getting them used to the justice system,” Whitson said after
the trial.
Eighth-grader Desirae Nance said that she sees the

students involved in youth court as role models, and got
involved out of personal interest.
“I like helping my community, and I want to make my

school a better place,” Nance said.
The Law-Related Education Committee of the Pennsylvania

Bar Association recognized the MACS youth court program
and Schnader’s partnership with it by presenting them with
the committee’s inaugural Youth Court Champion Award 
in 2016. n
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Attorney Keith Whitson served as a guide and
mentor to the students during the moot court.
He also played the role of respondent, answering
student questions and providing feedback.

Student judge Desirae Nance of Manchester Academic Charter School
raises a point during deliberation at a moot court exercise.
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With all eyes on attorney Keith Whitson, the student judges of Manchester Academic Charter School learn
during a moot court session at the Pittsburgh office of Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis, LLP. From left are
Brandon Watson, Nahum Brazil, Tahira Abdul-Raheem, Desirae Nance, Markia Proctor, Whitson, Dennis
Henderson, Ryen Harrrison, Jailyn Thompson, Ryan Jones, Crystal Smith and Jamiya Foster.


